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remains on this point, it is set at rest by the fact that Heliodoros is
called Bhagavata, a devotee of Vasudeva, in the inscription. The
inscription thus proves that such was the might and charm of Indian
culture and civilization that even a Greek of education and position,
such as Heliodoros, being an ambassador, doubtless was, could
become a convert to a Hindu faith and evince his religious zeal by
raising a monument at great expense and of no small artistic merit.

We may now say a few words about the service rendered by
epigraphy to the social history of Ancient India. Many are the
questions of social interest on which light is thrown by inscriptions.
We shall here restrict ourselves to only one of them, viz.: women
as administrators and rulers in Ancient India. Purdah ('curtain')
was prevalent in Ancient India probably with the same rigour in
which it is at present in the various parts of the country. In spite
of it we find that women rose to be administrators or rulers. It is
no use taking our stand upon the Ramayana or the Mahabharata,
because epics, after all, are heroic stories narrated in an elevated
style. We have to take our stand on historical records such as
inscriptions unquestionably are. Now, there is an inscription at
Bankapur in Dharwar, Bombay, which was originally comprised in
the Banavasi province. It is dated Saka 977 (1055 A.D.), and this
Banavasi province, we are told, was then being administered by a
Kadamba chieftain, Harikesarideva, not alone and by himself, but
jointly with his wife, LachchaladevL We have a similar and earlier
instance in a Nasik Cave inscription, containing a grant of land to
certain Buddhist monks by the Satavahana king Gautamiputra
Satakarni, not alone, but by him and his wife together. Further,
we have an instance of a crowned queen issuing not one but two
charters on her own authority, and without reference to her
husband, supplied by Vijaya-mahadevi, mahishl (queen consort) of
Chandraditya, the elder brother of the imperial Chalukya king